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From Our Rector, Father Bill Myrick:  
 

For centuries people have debated just when the bread 

and the wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus. 

Does it happen at the time when the words of 

institution 

are said? 

Or is it at 

the 

conclusion 

of the 

Eucharistic 

prayer? 

Some 

would 

argue that it 

is when the 

Priest 

touches the 

elements, while others think it is when the people 

respond with the great AMEN. For two thousand 

years people, priests, and theologians have argued this 

point with little resolution but to agree that when it 

happens is not nearly as important as the fact THAT it 

happens.  
 

For thousands of years, people have been fed and 

nurtured with the sacrament of Christ Body and 

Blood. When it happens or even how it happens 

remains a great mystery. Still, people reverently kneel 

and fold their hands to humbly receive this great gift 

of Christ himself. Veneration of the bread and wine 

which has become the Body and Blood has led men 

and women to fall prone on the floor. Priests and 

Bishops have willingly given their lives to protect this 

Holy Sacrament.  
 

Yet much more mystifying to me is why the same 

prayer we pray to sanctify bread and wine and which 

engenders so much veneration and adoration, moves 

us to no such respect or appreciation for one another.  
 

Sanctify them (the bread and wine) to be for your 

people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 

food and drink of new and unending life in him. 

Sanctify us alsoé 
Are we not calling on God to make us different? And 

are we not expecting that the same mystery, which 

forever changes bread and wine, should also change 

us. But where is the veneration for one another? 

Where is the willingness to fall to the ground before 

another realizing that they, like the sacrament, have 

been made Holy? Just imagine what our parish would 

be like if each treated each other with the respect and 

dignity we treat the Eucharist? What if we were to 

realize this truth in our Diocese, our National Church 

or even the whole of the Anglican Communion? 

Could it be that the source for the healing of our 

Church consists of ñfaithfully receivingéand serving 

Him in unity, constancy, and peace.ò  
 

Unfortunately it appears that we pick and choose what 

to believe in our prayers just as we pick and choose 

what to believe of Godôs Holy Word in scripture.  

Maybe we, like the father of the ñpossessedò boy in 

Mark 9:24, should pray, "I do believe; help me in my 

unbelief.ò  
 

The great "I AM" 

said to Moses, and to 

all of us, ñRemove 

your sandals from 

your feet, for the 

place on which you 

are standing is holy 

ground.ò   

(Exodus 3:5) 
 

 The next time you 

walk forward for the 

Eucharist walk very 

carefully and know 

that those who walk 

with you are HOLY. 
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ECW  NEWS & EVENTS 

Episcopal Church Women 

From Our Deacon Marlyne Seymour: 
 

Dear Christ Church Family:   

Lent will soon be upon us and perhaps the following will be 

a help in our Lenten discipline.   

Do you sometimes find yourself walking to the altar for 

Eucharist realizing you are on "automatic pilot" and perhaps 

just going through the motions? 
 

I remember a story about a little boy who had a broken toy.  

His father tried to fix the toy but realized the part he needed 

was missing.  His son was sitting with his hand clenched, 

and his father discovered the part he needed was inside his 

son's closed hand.  He told him he couldn't fix the toy 

unless the boy gave him the part. 
 

Think about what you need God to care for most in your 

life at this very time.  Do you have some anger to let go?  

Are there people (or some one person) in your life with 

whom you are impatient?  Is pride creeping into your days?  

What is broken and needs fixing in your life? 
 

Consider approaching the altar remembering what needs 

healing.  In that moment when we reach out our hands for 

bread & wine, release it all & offer that brokenness to God 

& receive the healing that only God can give.   

(Read Psalms 67 & 75.) 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  
 

 5 Vicky Brown 

 6 Duane Matranga 

 6 Malcolm Miller 

 6 Michael S. Palcic 

 7 Ambur Franklin 

 7 John R. Karstetter 

10 Rev. Silas Hirte  

13 Maggie Zink 

14 Michael Jacobson 

15  Judy Bearder 

17 Milton Lee 

17 Laura Lee Pelnar 

17 Erin Sipe 

20  Matt Trunk 

22 Shirley Gifford Abell 

22 Dorothy Benson 

24 Maureen Anne Poplar 

25 Wendy Thiel 

26 Steve Brown 

26 David Thiel 

28 Larry Stickney 

28  Todd Wiese 

29  Nancy Ackermann 

Beloved, let us love one  

another.  For love is of God 

and everyone that loves is born 

of God & knows God. 

There are plenty 

of spaces avail-

able on our Coffee 

Time Hosting 

Sheet to provide 

coffee and snacks after our 10:00 a.m. Service in the Par-

ish Hall or the Christ the King room.   

This is an important welcoming and fellowship ministry 

we hope youôll be a part of it.   

Join together with another to host a Sunday or two!  

Thank you for the gift of hospitality you give. 

Our Sunday  

altar flowers are 

donations by 

parishioners in 

memory of loved 

ones, or in thanksgiving. 

There are still some dates available if youôd like to donate 

flowers for the altar.  Contact Marilyn Oliak at 275-1192 

for more information.  Those people who have had 

ñstanding datesò in the past will also need to contact 

Marilyn to verify those dates.  Thank you. 

The next meeting of the ECW will be on Thursday, 

Feb. 11th.  It will be a Valentine themed luncheon meet-

ing.  Location to be announced soon, lunch will be at your 

own expense.   Meeting at Christ Church at 11 a.m. on 

the 11th, and caravanning from there.   

 

Rides and more info are available, contact ECW Presi-

dent Bev Wassam at 728-4403 or 262-607-1528. 
 

All women of the Church are invited to attend! 
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LENTEN DISCIPLINE & GIVING  
 

Once again during Lent at Christ Church, we shall be using 

the coin boxes from Episcopal Relief & Development.  

Please take yours home or to your workplace and drop in 

your coins --saying an "arrow prayer" for all those who will 

be helped and blessed by them. 
 

ERD exists to put our spiritual ideals and moral principles 

into action - to be the compassionate response of the Epis-

copal Church to human suffering around the world.  The 

General Convention passed a resolution proposing to 

"Establish the FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT AS ERD 

SUNDAYò, and inviting congregations and individuals to 

remember and support the life-saving work.  It is clear that 

this support is one very important way parishioners can live 

out our commitment to Jesus and our Baptismal Covenant. 
 

The need around the world is great, and your coins will be 

distributed safely.  Recently funds have gone to the world-

at-large and in the U.S. to Louisiana for Katrina Recovery 

& a Housing Initiative; to Texas for Community Services 

programs for Katrina evacuee children; to Mississippi for 

disaster relief, to the Diocese of Iowa for flood relief funds; 

and ERD is continuing to reach out into the world wherever 

there is a need. 
 

Please pray daily that God will help us heal those who 

struggle with poverty and disease, and turn their sorrow into 

joy.  Give us grateful hearts, our Father, for all Thy mer-

cies, and make us mindful of the needs of others; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
Thank you for your generosity.    ~ Deacon Marlyne ~  

Come & enjoy the "all you can eat" dinner of pancakes & 

sausages prepared by head chef Ken Oliak, assisted by the 

crew of Christ Church men, all men are welcome to help! 
 

Guests are welcome!  
 

A free-will offering (suggested minimum  

donation of $3 - $5 per person) will go toward the 

Bob Britt Youth Ministry Fund  

please give generously. 
 

If you wish to donate money to the supplies needed for the 

Pancake Supper, please contact Ken Oliak (275-1192) 

                    Annual Shrove Tuesday  

Pancake Supper 
Tuesday, February 16th 

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Served in the Parish Hall 

Needed - Your Palms from Last Year 
 

Ash Wednesday is the first day of the peni-

tential season of Lent.  On Ash Wednesday 

(February 17th this year) Christians have a 

smudge of ashes placed on their foreheads as 

a sign of penitence.  In many churches the 

ashes are obtained from palm branches that 

were distributed the previous Palm Sunday, 

they are burned and blessed. 
 

Why we receive the ashes é 

The people in the Biblical stories probably 

put the ashes on top of their heads - so why do we put them 

in the sign of the cross on our foreheads?   It is a reminder 

of how we are sealed for Christ.  In most churches when a 

baby is baptized the minister or priest uses oil to mark the 

child with the sign of the cross.  This 

anointing, and the cross of ashes, are both 

reminders of the mark of the Lamb as it is 

described in the Revelation of John.  The 

Book of Revelation tells of an angel mark-

ing the faithful before the tribulation.  

These faithful would then be protected.   
 

The mark of the cross is a mark of ownership.  These ashes 

remind us that we are Christ's - that he died so that we 

might live.  It is significant that we use palm branches to 

make these ashes.  The palms are a symbol of victory.  By 

making the ashes from the palms of Palm Sunday we are 

reminded of how  all our victories are but ashes before the 

glory of God.  

Please bring in your last years palms by  

Sunday, February 14th.   Thank you. 

Please check out the page of 

our advertisers and thank 

them for their support that 

enables us to provide this 

newsletter format, printing, 

collating, folding & stapling 

at no cost to the church!  

Please consider their  

services and stores for your  

shopping too!  
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Walworth Cty  

Emergency 

Overnight 

Homeless  

Shelter 

Providing overnight housing in a safe environment for men 

who are homeless in the colder Fall, Winter & Spring 

months.  The Shelter does not accept sex offenders or those 

with special medical needs. It rotates to a different church 

each week & opens each night from 7:00 pm - 8:00 am. 

Reach the Shelter by calling (262) 903-WARM (9276). 
 

Schedule for 2010 Season: 
 

Sun. p.m. Jan. 24th - Sun. a.m. Jan. 31st: Delavan United 

Methodist Church, 213 S. 2nd St., Delavan. 

Sun. p.m. Jan. 31st - Sun. a.m. Feb. 7th: First Baptist 

Church, 212 S. Main St., Delavan. 

Sun. p.m. Feb. 7th - Sun. a.m. Feb. 14th: Christ 

Episcopal Church, 503 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan. 

Sun. p.m. Feb. 14th - Sun. a.m. Feb. 21st: Creek Road 

Community Church , W7778 Creek Rd., Delavan. 

Sun. p.m. Feb. 21st - Sun. a.m. Feb. 28th: The River of 

Life Church,  403 E. Walworth Avenue, Delavan. 

Sun. p.m. Feb. 28th - Sun. a.m. Mar. 7th: St. Benedict's 

Catholic Church, 137 Dewey Avenue, Fontana.  

Sun. p.m. Mar. 7th - Sun. a.m. Mar. 14th: Chapel on the 

Hill , N2440 Ara Glen Drive, Lake Geneva.  

Christ Churchôs Host Dates are coming up in  

February (7th - 14th).  Check out the Sign Up/

Volunteer Sheets for places you can help with over-

night security, meals, set-up, take-down,  

& transporting.  
 

Some of the Shelter Guests are willing to do odd 

jobs and are looking for work, if you have a job you 

can offer please contact Christ Church Shelter  

Coordinator Linda Lane for more info.  
 

Homelessness is not a crime, itôs a tragedy. 

NO ALLELUIAS - ITôS LENT! 
 

Our worship changes a bit during Lent, which begins on 

Ash Wednesday.  Lent is a season of penitence, reflection, 

& prayer. Worship during this time is solemn & restrained, 

more somber colors are used.  Flowers are generally  

removed from the sanctuary.  We hold more ecumenical 

services with other Christian denominations, especially on 

Wednesdays.  (See our Lenten flyers)   

Songs of praise like the Gloria in Excelsis ("Glory in the 

highest") & expressions of joy like Alleluia ("Praise the 

Lord") are removed from the liturgy until Easter.   

Restraining our Alleluias, in some ways is a pity for, as 

Augustine exclaims: "Alleluia is our Song."  But maybe 

there is a psychological advantage in muzzling our Allelu-

ias during Lent, for we are more inclined to burst forth in 

song & praise with greater pitch & fervour at Easter. 

We invite you, in the name of the 

Church, to the observance of a 

holy Lent, by self-examination & 

repentance; by prayer, fasting & 

self-denial; and by reading & 

meditating on God's holy Word. 
 ~ Book of Common Prayer Pg. 265 ~ 

February 17, 2010  

Ash Wednesday Services 
Christ Episcopal Church: 9:00 a.m. 

(503 E. Walworth Ave., Delavan) 

United Methodist Church: 12:05 (Noon) 

(213 S. 2nd St., Delavan) 

Christ Episcopal Church: 7:00 p.m. 

Stations of the Cross 
at Christ Episcopal Church  

Each Friday in Lent  (2/19 ï 4/2)  

7:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

A devotion consisting of short prayers and meditations be-

fore each of the 14 crosses & images, set up in the nave of 

the church, which commemorate the events of the Passion 

of Jesus.  This service, at Christ Church, is a small intimate 

meditation service, but one that is a great Lenten discipline. 

Come & make this a part of your Lenten  

devotions this year! 


