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From Our Rector, Father Bill Myrick:  
 

You have heard it said that ñPride goeth before the fallò.  

And while I wouldnôt challenge this normally, I do believe 

I have found an exception. 
 

But firsté. The season of Lent has always been a season 

of ñpenitence and fastingò.  Since the earliest of times the 

church and her members, used this season to reflect on 

Godôs love in sending His Son to save us from us.  At 

times Christians would fast by giving up some portion of 

their food...maybe to give it to another.  At other times 

they would do acts of contrition often to the benefit of 

another, maybe even to one they had wronged.  And, of 

course, they always meditated on Godôs Holy Word.  In 

more modern times, Lent might be observed by putting 

coins in a bank to 

be distributed to the 

poor, or by giving 

up sweets for the 

same purpose.  One 

could always work 

in a soup kitchen, or 

a shelter, or 

volunteer at any 

number of social 

agencies.  The point 

isnôt so much what 

you do but that you 

find some way to 

heighten your 

awareness of every 

Christianôs 

responsibility and 

joy to ñworkò for 

the Kingdom of 

God. 
 

Now, back to the pride issue:  Take a good look at the first 

photo of a young girl reaching to grab the uneven bar, 

inches before her reach.  At eight years old she is flying 

through the air at nearly six feet above the ground.  She is 

conscious of her entire body; toes bent back, fingers 

outstretched, eyes fixed on the bar she has not yet grasped.  

Her face conveys her confidence and her determination.   

The other photo of this 

child now graced with 

gold medals tells the 

story é SHE 

REACHED THE BAR!  

But, still, the very next 

day, she was back in the 

gym, stretching for yet 

another bar.  We could 

all learn much from this 

child. 
 

Sadly, most Christians, 

having gone through 

Sunday School and 

Confirmation Classes, 

think they have reached 

the only bar they will 

ever need.  The years 

following Confirmation usually consists of minimal 

participation in Church activities.  College and job 

searches consume much of their time and energies, often 

we do not see them returning to Church until they, 

themselves, have children of their own.  (Many of us have 

been there, done that.) 

So, by this time, having returned with their children, they 

are focused on the bar that their children are reaching 

for...not their own bar.  But we can not teach our children 

what we do not know ourselves.  To help the child in 

these photos, and all children, reach for the joys and 

fullness God has planned for them, why not pick up your 

Bible, turn to the Gospel of John, and re-discover the 

blessings God has planned for YOU.  For, thinking we 

have already arrived is often just an allusion that leads to 

THE FALL. 
 

~ Fr. Bill ~ 
 

Now for a little prideé the child in these photos is my 

granddaughter, Caroline, child of my # 3 daughter, & 

son-in-law, Pam and Jon Phillipsé and is she GREAT!! 

 

 
ñI press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus.ò  Philippians 3:14 
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Jesus is Lord!  


